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European oleochemical and surfactant industries risk 
losing competitiveness  
Who we are: APAG & CESIO represent the European oleochemical and surfactant industries and are two pillars  

of the European bioeconomy, committed to the sustainability of renewable feedstock used by the industries. Our 

members have been using natural oils and fats, including palm and palm kernel oils as key non-fossil feedstocks 

for over 30 years, turning these oils into valuable bio-based chemicals used as intermediates for many key 

products in our daily lives – from detergents and personal care to more industrial uses such as industrial 

lubricants. Both industries have a combined turnover exceeding €8 billion a year, employing over 18.000 people 

in Europe. 

What is the EU Deforestation Regulation (EUDR)?  

The EUDR aims to reduce EU’s contribution to global deforestation, reduce carbon emission and address illegal 

deforestation and forest degradation. Products can only be made available on the EU market if:  

• They are deforestation-free (cut-off date: 31 December 2020) 

• They have been produced in accordance with the relevant legislation of country of production  

• They are covered by a due diligence statement1  

EUDR applies to primary feedstocks for the oleochemical and surfactant industries: palm and palm kernel oils, 

and some derivatives. 

Impacts of EUDR on the EU oleochemical and surfactant industries if Annex I is not updated  

 

1 Obligations under EUDR depend on the role in the supply chain  


